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Massachusetts Pain Initiative Spring 2018 Conference

Compassionate Care in the Millennium

Friday, March 16, 2018

Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, 265 Lakeside Avenue, Marlborough, MA
Registration and Breakfast: 8:00 a.m. — 8:30 a.m.
Meeting: 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Breakfast and lunch provided

Program Schedule

8:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. Registration/continental breakfast
8:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. Welcome and council report
9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Dr. M.R. Rajagopal and film viewing:
Hippocratic: 18 Experiments in Gently Shaking the World
11:00 am. - 11:20 a.m. Break and visit vendors
11:20 a.m. - 12:15 a.m. Continue discussion of the film and compassionate care issues
12:15 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. Lunch and visit vendors
1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. Dr. Jennifer Ritzau
3:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. Q&A/closing
Speakers

Dr. Rajagopal is a 2018 Peace Prize nominee and global health thought leader. He is a world-renowned
expert in pain management and palliative care. He is the founder of the Pain and Palliative Care Society
in Calicut, India which has grown over the last ten years into the largest palliative care center in the
country. He works tirelessly to improve opioid availability in India.

Dr. Jennifer Ritzau, director of palliative care and associate medical director at Hope Hospice, leads a
team of physicians, nurse practitioners and physician assistants providing palliative care across a
continuum that stretches from hospitals to long term care. In addition, as medical director of Visiting
Nurse of HopeHealth, she directs their palliative care team, providing an extra layer of support for skilled
home care patients living with advanced iliness.



WWW.HIPPOCRATICFILM.COM

Introducing Dr Rajagopal and Hippocratic - 18 Experiments in Gently Shaking the World

Hippocratic is a feature-length documentary which follows the story of Dr MR Rajagopal in his
journey to deliver compassionate palliative care to India.

Described by the New York Times as ‘the father of palliative care in India’, recipient of the Human
Rights Watch’s Alison Des Forges Award for Extraordinary Activism and nominated for the 2018
Nobel Peace Prize, Dr Raj is an incredible source of wisdom and inspiration.

The Indian physician’s mission is to see modern medicine adopt whole-person, ethical care by
providing universal access to essential and heavily restricted pain medications.

In a country where one-third of all poverty is caused by disease and its treatment, Dr Raj seeks to
stop the medical system from fuelling the poverty endemic.

Drawing upon the teachings of Mahatma Gandhi and combining these with Dr Raj’s personal
experiences results in a powerful biographical film that explores the strength of the human spirit,
human rights, global health care and social justice.

“The Hippocratic Oath asks me to treat my patients with warmth, sympathy and understanding.
Once we are able to practice it, we are able to make the Hippocratic Oath come alive — it doesn’t
live until then.”

Dr Raj’s story reveals both the challenges
and successes of changing the world
through ethical and humane palliative
care.

US Speaking Tour

Following the success of the Australian
Speaking Tour for the release of
Hippocratic, as well as screenings in New
Zealand, Asia and Eastern Europe, a tour
of the United States has been proposed
for March and April 2018.



http://hippocraticfilm.com
http://hippocraticfilm.com/videos/
http://hippocraticfilm.com/story/

The US Speaking Tours will feature an introduction and
Q&A session by Dr Raj as well as a screening of the film.

This presents an outstanding opportunity to welcome a
globally acclaimed health professional and leader in

palliative care to your city, workplace or organisation.

Speaking Tours facilitate knowledge sharing, fundraising
and media exposure. They are an opportunity to start a
conversation about palliative care and to raise awareness
of your organisation, it’s role and it’s values.

Australian Speaking Tour

The Australian Speaking Tour saw Dr Raj welcomed into
venues such as universities, hospitals, departments of
medicine, schools of global population health and

Australia’s leading cancer centre.

Palliative care organisation, study centres, facilities,
Indian-Australian medical groups, individual activists and
community groups alike were eager to host screening

events.

As a result, we saw a significant fundraising effort around the country and mainstream media
engagement with the project. The Speaking Tour received fantastic feedback from hosts of the
event who said the audience expressed their inspiration, emotion and concern for the issues raised

within the film.

WWW.HIPPOCRATICFILM.COM

Find Out More

A Hippocratic screening event highlights the importance of
universal access to health care and pain management
services. Set in India where not everyone has universal
access to pain management, the film presents the individuals
tirelessly working towards a compassionate, ethical, and
accessible system.

The film explores the link between health and poverty. It
challenges the medical system consider the ethics of health
care and to provide treatment to all those who need it.

In America where opioid deaths are a topical issue,
Hippocratic presents a timely exploration of the intricacies of
facilitating the legitimate and responsible use of opioids while
constructively managing the challenges and debate
surrounding the issue.


http://hippocraticfilm.com/blog/dr-raj-thanks-australia/
http://hippocraticfilm.com
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“You matter because you are
you, and you matter to the
last moment of your life. We
will do all we can, not only to
help you die peacefully, but
also live until you die.”

Dame Cicely Saunders
Nurse, Doctor, Social Worker and Writer

Founder of the Hospice Movement (1918-2005)
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